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August 2025 Newsletter 
 

Welcome to our August Newsletter!

As we head into August and the summer holidays, it's great to hear there's so
much happening across the voluntary sector. In this edition, we’re sharing

stories from recent activities, updates on what’s ahead, and plenty of news and
opportunities from our members and partners.

 
If you know anyone who would find this newsletter of interest please do forward
on. Contact us at communities@pcvs.co.uk to be added to our distribution list if

you would like to receive the newsletter regularly.

PCVS NEWS
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Peterborough Digital Outreach Project Launch - 17 July 2025
 

It was a pleasure to attend the launch of Cambridge Online's new scheme to
deliver digital skills support to Peterborough communities and hear from other

partners including City Fibre and Connecting Cambridgeshire who are providing
funding support and Sustainable Tech 4 Good. Also great to have the support of

Andrew Pakes MP and Paul Bristow, Mayor and Peterborough City Council.
 

PCVS is leading a project in delivering Digital Hubs across Peterborough, with
an objective of helping facilitate the creation of 12 digital hubs. Since the

1st April 10 hubs are already in place. It was a great opportunity the hub leads
to meet each other and there was a real sense of collaboration in the room.
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Community Conversations at St. John’s 

On the 1st of July, James and John from PCVS, along with Donna and Esther from
the National Institute for Health and Care Research, were at St John’s Church to

support Sara More, one of Peterborough’s Community Research Champions (NIHR),
with an event to promote the benefits of taking part in health and care research. The

work was funded by a PPIE innovation grant from the NIHR.  We also ran a short
survey around barriers to research, which we’ll share with you when we’ve written

them up, and our colleagues from the NIHR captured some community conversations
on film. 

We’ll share the video with you as soon as it’s ready!
 

Direct Payments Team's
Coffee Morning Drop Ins
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Join us for a cuppa and chat with our friendly Direct Payments team. Meet
fellow service users and discuss any problems and queries with the team.
Open to all Direct Payment clients and carers, care agencies and social

services staff.

Held on the first Wednesday of the month.

Volunteering Opportunity

Sacrewell holds a special place in the hearts of our visitors, with many who
explored the farm as children bringing their own families to see us, over and
over again.

But the farm is far more than a visitor attraction and has a
fascinating history that can be traced back to the Domesday survey of 1086.
Since 1964, the 50-acre site has been run as a charity by the William Scott
Abbott Trust with the aim of providing an agricultural education for everyone,
from school children to heritage enthusiasts. The charity also owns the wider
550 acres of Sacrewell Farm, which includes land farmed by Riverford Organic
Farmers and the PGRO research site.
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As a charity, we are always happy to receive support. You can help us to
educate and delight future generations by becoming a
member or volunteering on the farm.  

To find out more information click
here: https://www.sacrewell.org.uk/about/volunteer/

Digital Inclusion Volunteer
St Johns Church

 
Be part of our friendly team and help deliver vital online skills to digitally

excluded members of the public.
 
Help by providing 1-2-1 assistance with basic digital
tasks such as:

Using a mobile phone, tablet, laptop (basic IT)
Setting up and using email and social media 
Completing online forms, updating CVs
Scam awareness skills, online safety 

Requirements:

Competent digital skills
Willingness to undertake necessary training

For more information and how to apply Digital Inclusion Volunteer | Go-Vip

Do you have a project that could use fresh ideas or extra support?

 

An ARU Live Brief gives you the opportunity to engage directly with emerging
graduate talent, by setting a short-term challenge for our students.
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In response, they’ll generate fresh, creative ideas and well-crafted solutions for
your organisation - while gaining real-world experience that supports their
development and employability. 

 

✅ No cost
✅ No need to host students onsite
✅ Just 5–15 hours of your time over 4–12 weeks

 

📧 Email us at livebriefs@aru.ac.uk
🔗 Or complete our short online enquiry form
📚 Read our case studies

Training Opportunities

VCSE Training Opportunities 
Training Opportunities for PCVS Members

Our training programme continues to offer a variety of sessions based on what
you've told us are the topics you most need to know about. Sessions will grow
your skills and confidence, offer support with challenges your organisation may
be facing and strengthen your connections across the sector.
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Our Training Tuesdays programme is underway and our regular Third
Thursdays are continuing to prove popular.  

More opportunities are being added all the time—so keep an eye on our
website and make sure you don’t miss out!

Check out the calendar here  Training and Infrastructure
Support | PCVS  
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We are in the process of scheduling a number of digital related training
sessions between September and March, these will be a mix of face to face
and online. 

First up on 1st September at PCVS Offices, Allia Centre Peterborough is a
face-to-face session with Paul Bayer from Get Safe Online between 7pm
and 8:30pm. Paul will be delivering an easy-to-understand talk about the
basics of keeping safe when using the internet. Paul will cover such topics as
password management, scam spotting, personal information sharing, online
payments and what to do if things go wrong. There will also be time for any
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questions you may have.
Paul served in the Police for 30 years and a hobby in computing in the 90s, led
him, into cybercrime investigation and later into training other officers. Paul has
trained officers in the UK and also internationally in places as far away as
Colombia in the west, the Philippines in the east, 50+ countries in between.
Paul now uses this experience to help people to stay safe on the internet
through his position as the Senior Online Safety Advisor for Get Safe Online.
 
If you would like to register please click here.
 
Details of further digital training sessions will be shared shortly.
 

Fabulous Discount Offer for PCVS Members!
 

"At Media Trust, we believe when everyone has an equal voice, we’ll get to a
more equal society. That’s why we connect media organisations with charities
and under-represented talent to empower the third sector and advance media

representation. We design and deliver innovative and impactful training for
charities so they can communicate more effectively to support their

communities and drive social change. We also match charities with media
industry volunteers for hands-on support." 

 Media Trust has a wide range of training courses covering all sorts of topics
from volunteering to TikTok, and storytelling to social media strategy,  most of
them are online and lead by experts in their field. Many are free to attend but
where there is a charge PCVS has secured a 20% discount for our members!

Check out Media Trust’s website and opportunities here www.mediatrust.org.
You can also find a whole host of members and other’s training events as well
as those delivered by PCVS on our Training pages on www.pcvs.co.uk/trainin-
and-infrastructure-support

Fran from PCVS attended a Media Trust training session and said
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“This was an excellent course presented in an engaging way by an industry
expert. The subject matter was complex and new to me, there was a lot to take
in, but Andrew made it interesting and had some great take away tips. I came
away with a plan of action and the tools to do it. When I get the transcript and

slides I’ll go over it again as a good refresher!”
 

Please contact Communities@pcvs.co.uk and ask for the discount code if you
see a charged for course you'd like to attend, remember to include the name of

your organisation.

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

Upcoming Grant deadlines:
Applications are now open for the 2026 GSK IMPACT Awards and GSK Community

Health programme, funded by GSK and managed in partnership with The King’s Fund. 

 Deadlines are 20th August & 11th August respectively - more details on applications

process here -              https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/insight-and-

analysis/projects/gsk/impact-awards

Harry Cureton Fund - The fund offers grants of up to £20,000 to support healthcare in

Peterborough and the area covered by Peterborough and Stamford hospitals (postcodes

PE1 – PE11). The fund supports both individuals' requiring medical equipment and

organisations who carry out healthcare activities. Deadline 1st August. Harry Cureton

Fund - Cambridgeshire Community Foundation

Microsoft Research Limited Fund - The fund offers grants to voluntary and community

organisations in Cambridgeshire that deliver support for people facing disadvantage. The

total amount for distribution each year is around £23,500 split across two rounds. The

average grant size is £2,900 and there are typically between 6 and 9 grants awarded per

year. Deadline 1st August. Microsoft Research Limited Fund - Cambridgeshire

Community Foundation
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Monday, 28 July - Youth Guarantee Trailblazer Grants Programme - Open
Market Engagement
Join us as we launch our new youth grants programme enabled by Youth
Guarantee trailblazer funding, support the regions NEET young people (18-21)
into positive future destinations and economic inclusion
This virtual market engagement session will cover the programmes aims, and
how they've developed from he initial launch of our policy outline framework in
the spring, programme priorities, objectives, funding structure as well as how to
express your interest.
This event is open to all interested parties and stakeholders.
This session will take place online. A link to join will be shared with
registered attendees ahead of the event.
A shorten recorded version will be made available to those that cannot attend in
person.
please book on via Eventbrite Youth Guarantee Trailblazer Grants Programme -
Open Market Engagement Tickets, Mon, Jul 28, 2025 at 3:00 PM | Eventbrite
 

9/9/25, 2:55 PM PCVS Newsletter August 2025

https://mailchi.mp/0432b8d6e3b4/pcvs-newsletter-jan-13876991?e=[UNIQID] 14/32

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/youth-guarantee-trailblazer-grants-programme-open-market-engagement-tickets-1510672394799?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/youth-guarantee-trailblazer-grants-programme-open-market-engagement-tickets-1510672394799?aff=oddtdtcreator


Tesco Stronger Starts https://tescostrongerstarts.org.uk/apply-for-a-grant/

The programme is open to all schools, registered charities and not-for-profit
organisations, with priority given to projects that provide food and support to
young people. 

Examples of eligible applications with a focus on food security, children and
young people could be:

A school providing pupils with food for breakfast clubs or snacks
throughout the day.
A school wanting to buy equipment for outdoor or indoor activities.
A school wanting to develop a food growing area.
A school supporting an after school club.
A voluntary organisation working with families to run a food bank.
An organisation addressing holiday hunger.
A healthy eating project that supports families to cook healthy meals on a
budget.
A Brownie or Scout group needing funding for new play equipment or
activities.

Grants are up to £1,500. There is a rolling deadline but we are currently
accumulating applications for Oct-Dec 2025 vote in store.

One Stop – Community Partnership https://www.groundwork.org.uk/one-
stop-community-partnership/
Successful applicants will receive an initial grant of up to £1,000 and begin a
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partnership with their local One Stop store.
This programme is designed to support community groups or organisations
operating within two miles of a One Stop store and which are;

Tackling food poverty
Supporting the vulnerable
Supporting the elderly
Supporting low-income families
Running youth sports teams
Reducing / recycling waste
Improving the environment

Applications open   Applications close    Decision Date W/C
2 June 30 June 11 August
1 September 29 September 10 November
 
 

Connecting Cambridgeshire  - launch of Digital Hub Grant Scheme across
Cambridgeshire
 
Following the successful pilot launch in Peterborough led by PCVS , other
community groups and organisations across Cambridgeshire county have the
opportunity to apply for a small grant to become a digital hub and provide much
needed local digital access to our communities.
 
To check out the eligibility criteria please click here.
 

Community Events and News
 

Please see below some of the events that are over the next month.  You can
find out about many more by visiting our website

Member Events | PCVS
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Civil Society Covenant
The government has published its new Civil Society Covenant – a national
commitment to improving relationships between government and civil society.
At NAVCA, we’ve been closely involved in shaping this work, making the case
for local application and championing the role of local infrastructure.

 

The Covenant recognises that voluntary sector partnerships often happen at
the local level – with councils, health systems, and other public bodies. It sets
out principles for how civil society should be respected, supported and involved
in decision-making, and includes case studies from areas like Greater
Manchester and Calderdale.

 

Importantly, DCMS has also announced a Local Covenant Partnerships
Programme to support partnership working – including training, grant funding
and capacity-building. A new mutual learning programme will also promote
secondments between government and civil society to share knowledge and
strengthen collaboration.

 

We’ll continue working with members and partners to make sure local
infrastructure is recognised as central to turning this Covenant into action. Read
our reflections in full on the NAVCA website. 

DCMS Local Civil Society Infrastructure
research
The Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) have published the
findings of a 12 month research project, carried out in 2024, on Local Civil
Society Infrastructure (LCSI). The purpose of the research was to develop the
evidence base on LCSI in England by identifying the positive impacts of
effective LCSI, the negative impacts of its absence and the conditions and

9/9/25, 2:55 PM PCVS Newsletter August 2025

https://mailchi.mp/0432b8d6e3b4/pcvs-newsletter-jan-13876991?e=[UNIQID] 17/32

https://www.navca.org.uk/news/what-the-civil-society-covenant-means-for-local-infrastructure
https://www.navca.org.uk/news/what-the-civil-society-covenant-means-for-local-infrastructure


approaches for building effective LCSI in areas where it is weak or non-
existent.

‍This research is good news for local infrastructure and strongly supports the
case for local, quality provision.

Read our summary blog about the research here.
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Draft Adults, Health and Commissioning Strategy
Cambridgeshire County Council are seeking feedback on this draft strategy.
Please do respond using the survey which can be found here: CCC Adults,
Health and Commissioning Strategy Survey May 2025. This link also takes you
to the draft strategy. Please find attached the presentation which explains more.

The survey is open until 1st August 2025 and should take no longer than 10-15
minutes to complete.
 
To support wider accessibility, British Sign Language (BSL) videos are available
alongside the survey. Also, if anybody would like a printed copy of the survey or
in Easy Read then they can
contact: ASC.Consultation@cambridgeshire.gov.uk. CCC colleagues are also
happy to receive feedback via the e-mail address.
Health and Social Care Committee inquiry
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CambWifi is provided by Cambridgeshire County Council through the Connecting
Cambridgeshire programme, with support from District Councils and additional
funding from Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined Authority to help keep

businesses and communities connected.
This secure network is free and simple to join, allowing people to work flexibly,

access public services, shop and pay bills online, and keep in touch with family and
friends (see attached flyer).

To find out more click here. Please help to raise awareness of this free resource.
 

 

Call for evidence

The Committee is undertaking an inquiry into the role of physical activity in
improving the health and wellbeing of our older population.  
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Progress on improving healthy life expectancy in England has stalled and
people are spending longer living with ill health in their older years. Physical

activity can help prevent ill health, but activity levels in England are decreasing
and are lowest among older people. A small increase in activity by an older
person can be substantially beneficial in improving health and reducing or

delaying the development of multiple long-term health conditions.
Healthy Ageing: physical activity in an ageing society - Committees - UK

Parliament | Health and Social Care Committee | 7 August 2025

Welcome to the July 2025 edition of our ICS newsletter.

In this edition we're highlighting the new 10 Year Health Plan, encouraging
parents and carers to get their children vaccinated ahead of the new school
year, and celebrating some of our local teams being recognised through
national awards.

Please read on to find out about news from across the Integrated Care
System: https://sway.cloud.microsoft/KvIGaXsQQxHXiOQG?ref=email
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Peterborough GPs are promoting the Pharmacy First service. Please feel free
to download or copy a poster to put up in your organisation’s premises!

Did you know you can get certain prescription medications directly from a
pharmacy, without a GP appointment?
Using this service frees up GP appointments for patients who need them most
and will give people quicker and more convenient access to safe and high
quality healthcare. It includes the supply of appropriate medicines for 7
common conditions including earache, sore throat, and urinary tract infections,
aiming to address health issues before they get worse.

Community pharmacies offer a more convenient way to access healthcare that
includes support with healthy eating, exercise, stopping smoking, monitoring
your blood pressure, contraception, flu and covid vaccinations.
For these 7 conditions you can go direct to your local pharmacy or chemist -
Acute ear ache, impetigo, infected insect bites, shingles, sinusitis, sore throat,
uncomplicated UTI. There are some minimum and maximum age restrictions
and it doesn't include treatment for babies under 1 year old.
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Pharmacies have private consultation rooms that can be used for consultations
with patients, and pharmacists can see patients for clinical services without
always needing an appointment.

After a consultation with the pharmacist, the pharmacy will send a notification to
your GP on the same day or on the following working day. 
For posters in other languages please select the link.
https://cpe.org.uk/our-news/pharmacy-first-translated-posters/

 

Networking Breakfast: Driving Business
Forward Through Digital Transformation
Digital transformation isn’t just about technology it’s about finding smarter, more
efficient ways to run and grow your business. This event is designed for
business leaders, managers and changemakers who want to move beyond the
buzzwords and take real steps toward digital progress.

We’re pleased to welcome Jason Mashinchi, founder of Cambridge
Kinetics and the innovator behind Kinabase which is a platform built to simplify
and modernise everyday business processes. Jason will share his journey of
building digital solutions that work in the real world, offering valuable
perspectives on how businesses of all sizes can take advantage of digital
transformation without being overwhelmed by it.

What to Expect:

A keynote from Jason Mashinchi on unlocking digital potential

Real-life examples of successful transformation from local businesses

Networking with like-minded professionals and digital experts

Practical tips to help you take the next step on your digital journey
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Book your free place today and take the next step in your digital transformation
journey.

https://www.cambridgeshirechamber.co.uk/event/networking-breakfast-driving-
business-forward-through-digital-transformation/

YMCA Trinity group are organizing a fund-raising event to raise money for a
Community Hub at The Cresset.

The event will be a Sleep Out, the event will be held on 17th October 2025 at
Peterborough Lions Rugby Club between 7pm and 9am! Cardboard boxes and
a Sleeping bag provided…

We will be seeking support from local businesses as well as partners for the
event. Whether this is providing food, entertainment or joining us in our sleep
out, everyone is welcome!

If you would like to take part in this event please sign up
here: https://ymcatrinitygroup.org.uk/peterborough-sleep-out-2025/

If you are able to sponsor me/donate, please visit this link:
 https://www.justgiving.com/page/stuart-bowell-sleepout?
utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL&utm_campaign=015
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Great Eastern Run 2025
Run a half-marathon through Peterborough city centre!

Taking place on Sunday 12th October 2025 and organised by Good Running
Events, the AEPG Great Eastern Run is a major event in the UK running
calendar. With a start and finish at the Embankment, the event boasts a super
flat and fast route around the streets of Peterborough City Centre.

Why run with us?

By participating in the Great Eastern Run, you’ll be running with a purpose. The
money you raise will go towards supporting children and young people with life
threatening conditions and their families. Your steps will make a meaningful
difference in their lives.

Registration and sponsorship

The entry fee for this event is £10.

There is a minimum sponsorship ask of £250.

Questions?

Find out more information here: https://www.each.org.uk/support-
us/events/great-eastern-run-2025/
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Santa Skydive
An adrenaline-charged challenge this festive season!

This festive season, join us on Saturday 29th November 2025 on Sibson
Airfield to be part of #TeamEACH and tick a tandem skydive from 13,000ft off
your bucket list, all while raising much needed funds for East Anglia’s Children’s
Hospices (EACH).

To secure your place, we ask that you pay a £50 deposit and commit to raise at
least £395 for the fantastic experience. In return, providing you have reached
the £395 fundraising target, EACH will cover the full cost of your Tandem
Skydive.

Self-funding your jump is also an option and will cost a total of £230. If you
choose this option, we would still encourage to fundraise any amount you can
for EACH in the run-up to your jump!

Santa suit provided!!

To book today, hit the ‘Book Now’ button, contact UK Parachuting on 01502
476131 or email community@each.org.uk for support.
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A new Library Needs Assessment survey is now open, and Peterborough City

Council is inviting all residents to share their views on the future of library services

across the city.

Run by an independent team, the survey explores:

How people currently use Peterborough’s 10 libraries and mobile library

What services and facilities matter most to residents

Survey deadline: Monday 5 August at 5pm
Paper copies are available at all library locations.

Library opening times and addresses can be found on the library website.

This consultation follows feedback received during the 2025/26 budget discussions,
where a proposal to reduce the number of libraries was paused. The council has
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committed to a full needs assessment and is working closely with staff, volunteers,
and Friends’ groups to ensure everyone has a voice.

Survey results will be analysed and shared by the end of the year.

Click here to take the survey

Our mailing address is:
Peterborough Council for Voluntary Service

Allia Future Business Centre
London Road

Peterborough, Cambs PE2 8AN
United Kingdom

Add us to your address book

This email was sent to <<Email Address>>
why did I get this?    unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences

Peterborough Council for Voluntary Service · Allia Future Business Centre · London Road · Peterborough, Cambs PE2 8AN · United
Kingdom
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