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Welcome to our July edition of the PCVS newsletter!

As we move into the heart of summer, we’d like to thank all our members, volunteers and

partners for the continued commitment, collaboration and support that strengthens our

communities across Peterborough. In this month's newsletter, you'll find the latest funding

opportunities, training & community events and sector updates from across our local VCSE

network.

If you would like to show case your organisation or any events you have planned in the future

please email John.Robinson@pcvs.co.uk  

There’s plenty of great stuff to report however there’s only ever a snapshot in the newsletter

and if you want to know more, don’t forget to take a look at our website. - Welcome to

Peterborough Council for Voluntary Service | PCVS

If you know anyone who would find this newsletter of interest please do forward it on and

contact us at communities@pcvs.co.uk to be added to our distribution list.
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VCSE Community Events, Opportunities, News & Information

PCVS NEWS

                State of the Sector Survey

Closing shortly - last opportunity to have your say and
 ensure that we can speak up on your behalf!!

We know your time is precious, but we would really appreciate it if you could devote a few

minutes to tell us your views on the state of the VCFSE sector in Peterborough.

https://mailchi.mp/28cd27174449/pcvs-newsletter-june-13884973?e=[UNIQID]


If we are to advocate and influence on your behalf, we really need to have the insight and

data to ensure we know what the local VCFSE sector needs

You can be a part of that, and make sure the work you do is recognised - just complete this

anonymous, survey about your organisation - takes less than 15 mins!  

To complete the survey follow this link  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/W6XVN8Q

Our recent charity showcase gave eight local charities the chance to share their work,

challenges and ambitions with PCVS members. It was an inspiring session, featuring a wide

range of organisations, including Peterborough Performing & Fine Arts Consortium, YMCA,

Evolve Counselling, Hope into Action Peterborough, Prisoner Support Services, Roma Alliance

Impact, ReadEasy and Waythrough. The event also provided a valuable opportunity to

exchange ideas, learn from one another and build new connections across the local

voluntary and community sector.

Applications are now open for our next showcase, where eight more charities will have the

chance to share their stories. PCVS - Charity showcase and networking event - Thursday

15th October – follow the link to register.

PCVS - Charity showcase and networking event - Thursday 15th October

    Charity Showcase - Local Ideas Building Stronger Communities

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/W6XVN8Q
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jJjmrbV7MkCL9JMZsUHCdKMU_hZ9DmpLrC0SoZBRVixUOUgyVlhWMzkzVE1JSkJQMFUzVUhVVk5RSC4u


Meet the Funder - Cambridge Community Foundation

Make sure you’re registered with us as a PCVS Member to access all our training and
support! Register as a Member | PCVS

Drop In sessions for help with membership sign up and making your members directory

profile available 14 July, 21 July or 28 July between 10am and 12 noon. Email

On the 25 June PCVS had the pleasure of hosting Sara Marshall from Cambridge Community

Foundation (CCF) to lead one of our regular meet the funder sessions.

It was a great opportunity for attendees to not only meet Sarah in person learn what funding

opportunities are available and how to apply, but also network with others and share

experiences.

Here is a link to more information on funding, including details of CCF grants and the

application process: Funding | PCVS

A big thanks to Sarah for coming along and explaining things so well.

Keep an eye on our website for future funding sessions Events Archive | PCVS - next session

22nd July 10am - 12pm.

 PCVS Membership 

More support to help you sign up
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memberships@pcvs.co.uk to reserve your 15 minute slot.

PCVS in partnership with the Connecting Cambridgeshire Strategy are delighted to

announce that a further 7 more sites have been awarded funding to create a digital hub for

their respective communities. This project aims to support those who feel digitally excluded,

particularly in a world where the world is becoming online, including, making a GP

appointment, getting good value for money on a comparison website or writing (and

sending) a job application.   It is also a chance to meet other people in an informal setting

where you can socialise.

From the complete beginner to those who want to enhance their skills, help will be on hand

to offer support to you.  We are also looking for volunteers with digital expertise to help at

these hubs.  Should you be someone who wants to share your skills for the benefit of others,

we would love to hear from you.

Digital Inclusion
 Expansion of Digital Hubs In Peterborough



Good Things Foundation have launched their Digital Inclusion Partnership Pathway tool.

Our digital hubs cover most of Peterborough including rural areas and we are working on a

digital map (as well as written information) as to where these are.  

If you want further information, or are interested in volunteering, please contact,

cheryl.mcguire@pcvs.co.uk

"Local authorities and place-based partnerships can use the Digital Inclusion Partnership

Pathway tool to assess the strength of their local or regional partnership working for digital

inclusion.

To find out more:

Digital Inclusion Partnership Pathway | Good Things Foundation

First up on Thursday 2nd July 10am -

12pm when Jacqui Kemp from Your People

Potential, will deliver a wellbeing session

themed around “Protecting Your Energy;

Caring Without Burning Out” A vitally

                                     Digital Inclusion Partnership Pathway

We have three face to face
sessions coming up over the
next few weeks at our offices at
Allia Future Business Centre

Training & Networking Opportunities

https://www.linkedin.com/company/good-things-foundation/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/good-things-foundation/
https://www.goodthingsfoundation.org/discover/digital-inclusion-resources/partnership-tools/digital-inclusion-partnership-pathway?utm_source=community_partnerships
https://mailchi.mp/28cd27174449/pcvs-newsletter-june-13884973?e=[UNIQID]


we have an opportunity to:“Enter the Cyber Escape Room” with
Nigel Sutton of Cambridge Constabulary.

Followed by a session on Wednesday

22nd July: 10am - 12pm on the “Top 10

reasons funding applications are not

successful”

And then to start off August’s sessions, onThursday 6th August 10am - 12pm

step into the shoes of a Detective
and race against time to crack the
clues.

learn more about cyber security
and how your digital footprint could
put you at risk.

test your knowledge and problems
solving skills.

As always, our training programme is
shaped by the needs of our members,
with sessions designed to be practical,
accessible and directly relevant to those
working across the sector.

We’d love to see you there.

To stay up to date with
everything coming up and to
book a place please visit

important topic for all those working in our

sector and something we often don’t

spend the time focussing upon.

learn about common mistakes made
when completing applications.

How to use local data to support your
application.

What support is available from PCVS
members.

Meet other organisations and hear
about their work and experiences in
completing bids.



Events Archive | PCVS

Volunteering

Volunteers Week 2026

It was wonderful to devote time to celebrate the contribution that Volunteers make across

our city. Some of the highlights of the week are shown below……

Jackie (in action above!), has volunteered with us for 8 years.   Jackie’s dedication and

commitment to her role is inspiring. She liaises with and meets potential volunteers at our

Volunteer Centre every week, offering advice and guidance on finding the right volunteering

opportunity to meet their needs.  Jackie’s wealth of experience and passion for volunteering

motivates those that she meets, and she encourages them to apply for different

volunteering roles that they may otherwise not have considered.

Meet Jackie - our Amazing PCVS Volunteer

https://www.pcvs.co.uk/events/#pcvsEvents


Jackie supports staff at both events and in the office - and is always reliable, dependable

and full of ideas.   Dee, our Senior Development Officer for Volunteering, said “I don’t know

what I would do without Jackie, her dedication, hard work and dependability amazes me.

 Jackie not only volunteers for us, but also volunteers for Each and Whittlesey library at

the moment, but has volunteered at Age UK, Alzheimer’s Society, Papworth Trust, and

Good Company.  Thank you Jackie for giving up your time to support us, you are a star!”



PCVS 

Volunteer Leaders Coffee Morning
 

The demonstration of our volunteering platform www.go-vip.co.uk enabled

organisations to create an account on the spot.

PCVS Membership benefits were identified https://www.pcvs.co.uk/membership-

help/ and on-line membership sign-ups were supported at the session.

The VolunteeringCoffee Morning on2nd Junewasa great opportunity tobringtogether a

range of organisations to share insights, knowledge, and experiences, while building

valuable networks that they may not otherwise have had the opportunity to develop.

Everyone who attended was able to take something away from the discussion and

strengthen connections both with our organisation and with one another.

There were some excellent examples shared, including successful events, effective

recruitment processes, and positive volunteer stories demonstrating the impact that

volunteers can have within organisations.

 The event was very well received, and a follow-up session will be organised in due course to

continue the conversations and networking opportunities.

What a great day at St John’swe all had.  There were 20 organisations that attended the

event on 3rd June. The feedback has been so positive and we have been asked  by many of

the organisations that attended if we could make this an annual event.

Volunteer Fayre

http://www.go-vip.co.uk/
http://www.go-vip.co.uk/
https://www.pcvs.co.uk/membership-help/
https://www.pcvs.co.uk/membership-help/
https://www.pcvs.co.uk/membership-help/


In addition to all the attendees, we would like to say a big thank you to:

St John’s for hosting the event

Janet from M&S, Faiza from Cake Box and Curtis from Morrisons for their kind

donations of gifts and cakes.

The event was not only to celebrate the contribution of volunteers, but to recruit new

volunteers on the day.  There were many expressions of interest from those that visited the

Fair and several applications received on the day.

The atmosphere at the event was fantastic with feedback very positive from all involved…. so

much so, we’re already planning for another event!

“Thank you so much for letting Read Easy exhibit at short notice. It was a fantastic event.

 We made some very useful connections, and it was inspiring to see what amazing work

every group was doing. We had about 15 people attend our stand, mostly other stand

holders I think, although I also spoke to other people at their own stand”

Delia from Read Easy

“Great event yesterday and thank you for letting GNRP have a spot.

I think I had between 8-10 people who came over for a chat, which was great and I found

the whole experience very worthwhile. I met some amazing people doing some great

work in the city and some groups and organisations that I had never heard of, so overall it

was excellent. Hope we can do something similar soon!”

Nigel from GNRP



If you haven’t done so already
check check out our Go-VIP
volunteering platform to
support your organisation
and your volunteers!

Use the QR code on the
image or follow the link below:
https://www.go-vip.co.uk/

Funding Opportunities

https://www.go-vip.co.uk/
https://mailchi.mp/28cd27174449/pcvs-newsletter-june-13884973?e=[UNIQID]


Summer Grant Scheme - Pride in Place
 

Find out more and how to applyhttps://www.peterborough.gov.uk/engagement-hub/summer-pride-in-place-
grant-scheme-launched

Applications can be made from Wednesday 1st July 2026 and must be submitted by Friday

31st July 2026, with funding decisions being made in time for projects to be delivered over

the summer.

The fund will be open in 2026 for two further application windows:

24 June to 15 July

30 September to 21 October

For more details:

Communitygroupsin Peterborough’sPride inPlace neighbourhood’scan applyfor

summer grant funding to support activities, events and projects for local children,

families and residents.

Grants of up to £5,000 are available in Paston, Gunthorpe and Welland, and Orton Malborne

and Orton Goldhay.

The Green Community Grants Programme offers one-year flexible funding for not-for-profit

groups in England, Scotland and Wales with an annual income between £10,000 and £1

million.

The Wildlife Trusts

“Green Community Grants Programme”

Grants of up to £25,000 are available.

https://www.peterborough.gov.uk/engagement-hub/summer-pride-in-place-grant-scheme-launched
https://www.peterborough.gov.uk/engagement-hub/summer-pride-in-place-grant-scheme-launched


Green Community Grants Programme | The Wildlife Trusts

The Hugo Burge Foundation provide grants to support the arts,
crafts and creative industries across the UK.

The Grocers’ Charity Grants Scheme is now open for applications.
 

The grants programme is open to a broad range of applicants across the UK:

For the Creative Education and Creative Communities strands, the maximum award is

£15,000. For Creative Individuals, the maximum award is £5,000.

The deadline for applications is 31 July 2026 - for more information and how to apply:

Grants

Thefundoffersgrantsofupto £5,000 tosmallerUK registeredcharities supporting

vulnerable or disadvantaged people. Funding can support a wide range of community-

Creative Individuals - artists who are over 18 and may be practitioners in all creative

disciplines.

Creative Education - schools, local authorities, community groups, charities,

museum/gallery spaces, educational institutions and arts organisations, and more.

Creative Communities - festivals, charities, arts organisations and community groups.

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/green-community-grants-programme
https://www.hugoburgefoundation.org/grants


based work including mental health, poverty, homelessness, disability support, youth

services, inclusion projects and wellbeing initiatives.

The scheme is particularly suitable for smaller grassroots charities with an annual turnover

under £500,000.

Applications are open until 1st September 2026.

For more information follow the link below:

The Grocers’ Charity provides one off grants for charities

The fund is aimed at very small charities and community groups with an annual income of

£25,000 or less.  

Funding can support:

- running costs,

- equipment,

- volunteer expenses,

- training,

Groundwork – Grassroots Grants - Small grassroots and
community organisations can apply for unrestricted grants of
£500–£2,000.

https://grocershall.co.uk/the-charity/apply-for-a-grant


- community activities,

- and projects supporting vulnerable or marginalised people.

Priority is given to organisations working in disadvantaged communities or supporting

vulnerable groups.

Applications are open until 30 September 2026, with decisions usually made within 10

weeks. For more information and how to apply follow the link Grassroots Grants -

Groundwork

PCVS is always keen to share and promote events delivered by local voluntary, community

and social enterprise organisations. Our newsletter is a great way to reach a wide and

engaged audience, helping you increase visibility, attendance and impact. If you have

something coming up that you’d like us to help promote, we’d love to hear from you.

For more information about current and soon to arrive
funding opportunities visit our website Funding | PCVS

VCSE & Community Events, Opportunities,
News and Information

Got an event, training session or opportunity you’d like to shout
about?

Get In Touch | PCVS

The Children's Spark Awards 2026

https://www.groundwork.org.uk/grassroots-grants/
https://www.groundwork.org.uk/grassroots-grants/
https://www.pcvs.co.uk/what-we-do/find-funding-opportunities/
https://mailchi.mp/28cd27174449/pcvs-newsletter-june-13884973?e=[UNIQID]
https://mailchi.mp/28cd27174449/pcvs-newsletter-june-13884973?e=[UNIQID]
https://www.pcvs.co.uk/get-in-touch/


Find out more on the website here:

Review into access to banking services begins - GOV.UK

The Government are asking for feedback from VSCE on banking access.

The Children’s Spark awards are dedicated to honouring the incredible individuals and

teams who make a difference in the lives of children and families across Peterborough.

The Call for Evidence sets out the key themes the Review is examining and is open to anyone

with relevant views or experiences – including individuals who rely on in-person banking,

community groups, businesses, and organisations working in financial services and

inclusion.

We invite nominations for everyone who works with children—from our partners in education,

health, and the police, to Cub and Guide leaders, inspiring teachers, those in the voluntary

sector, and every committed person in between.

To find out more and how to make a nomination follow the link below - nominations close

31st July.

About the awards

Review into access to banking
services opens

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/review-into-access-to-banking-services-begins
https://sparks.peterborough.gov.uk/about-the-awards


PULSE is a developing
network aimed at
strengthening the
sport and physical
activity system in

Peterborough.
If your organisation,

group or service
would benefit from
being part of this

growing network, you
can register via the
short membership
form (QR code/link

below).

Insight-Gathering
Survey

While our current
focus is on increasing
opportunities for 11–

18-year-olds, our
future ambition is to
support people of all

ages and abilities.

To help shape this
early, we’ve created a

short survey to
understand:

Peterboroug
h ‘Pulse’

Partners Unite to
Lead Sport &

Exercise

Where the gaps
are?

What local needs
and ideas you are
aware of?

What opportunities
already exist?



Help Us Understand How Young People Feel About
Safety in Peterborough

Everyyoungperson deserves tofeel safe in their community. Yet weknowthat concernsabout
 

violence, exploitation, and knife crime can affect how young people feel, where they go, and how
confident they are in their daily lives.

That’s why we’re asking young people across Peterborough to share their experiences and views
through this short survey. We want to better understand when, where, and why young people may

feel unsafe, as well as what helps them feel secure and supported.The information gathered will help
shape local responses as part of the Government’s Knife Crime Reduction Programme. Just as
importantly, it will ensure that the voices of young people are at the heart of conversations and

decisions about community safety.

We are inviting parents, carers, schools, youth organisations, community groups, and professionals
working with children and young people to encourage participation. The more young people who take

part, the clearer the picture we can build of their experiences and concerns.



This survey is an opportunity for young people to be heard. By sharing their views, they can help
inform practical action that makes Peterborough a safer place for everyone.

Thank you for supporting this important piece of work and for helping us listen to the voices of young
people across our city.









The Deafblind UK Rainbow Run is back!
And, this year the inclusive family-friendly event is set to be an
even bigger explosion of colourful fun!



By taking part in the Deafblind UK Rainbow Run, you’ll be helping Deafblind UK to continue

supporting children and adults of all ages who are living with dual sensory loss.

This event is deafblind-friendly - We have a British Sign Language (BSL) interpreter,

Lipspeaker, and venue guides on hand to ensure that everyone can enjoy the Rainbow Run

as accessibly as possible.

To register for the event click here

Gather friends and family and join the energetic atmosphere alongside hundreds of fellow

rainbow runners, jogging, walking or wheeling their way around a 3K or 5K course. Along the

way, the colourful mayhem will build as you pass through clouds of brightly-coloured

powder paint at each of our colour stations before reaching the finish line as a multi-

coloured masterpiece!

Our mailing address is:
 PeterboroughCouncil forVoluntaryService

Allia Future Business Centre
London Road

Peterborough, Cambs PE2 8AN
United Kingdom

Add us to your address book

This email was sent to <<Email Address>>
why did I get this? unsubscribe from this list update subscription preferences

Peterborough Council for Voluntary Service · Allia Future Business Centre · London Road · Peterborough, Cambs PE2 8AN · United
Kingdom
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